Sticks and Stones
I am the person you bullied in school

I am the person who didn’t know how to be cool

I am the person you alienated

I am the person you riddled and hated

I am the person who sat on his own

I am the person who walked home alone

I am the person who was scared every day

I am the person who had nothing to say

I am the person with hurt in his eyes

I am the person you never saw cry

I am the person living alone with his fears

I am the person destroyed by his peers

I am the person who drowned in your scorn

I am the person who wished he hadn’t been born

I am the person who you destroyed for fun…….
Monday my money taken, Tuesday names were called, Wednesday my uniform torn, Thursday my body pouring blood, Friday it’s ended, Saturday freedom Sunday Vijay was dead.

Extract from a short video By JKiz BK2 @ youtube.com
YouTube is a popular internet site with a global audience where anyone can upload and view short video clips for free. You can find video clips to suit all tastes, from high culture such as philosophy, art, science and news articles to the lowest of the low which includes children being assaulted or fighting.  John Perry Barlow, vice chairman of the Electronic Frontier Foundation said,
"The internet has a way of making us feel like other people are informational artefacts. If you cut data, it doesn't bleed. So you're at liberty to do anything you want to people who are not people but merely images." 
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My own work “Beer Pong” [2.1 (partial image)], which is also the name of a student drinking game, consists of a table covered in images obtained from student sites - alcohol promotional sites which actively encourage students to put up images of their drunken antics. The images on the table include nudes, people urinating, fighting, fancy dress, funny pictures and children and toddlers with bottles of beer and intoxicated animals. Someone thought these were funny and worthy of sharing with others. On top of the table are twelve glasses - six either side in a triangle shape. In side each glass are text balls. The legs have the words such as “gossip gossip” and “do you care?” The table thus brings the virtual world into the real world, forcing us to face our demons, which can be disturbing, and unlike the images in the internet impossible to ignore. Children are so used to seeing graphic violence on television, film and video games that it no longer affects them, they have become desensitised to the violence, to the extent that many children see violence as fun. Internet sites such as YouTube give us all the opportunity to produce and make films which can then be viewed on a global scale. This potential can be empowering, but only in the correct context. 
Children are particularly excited by this opportunity and regularly take small video clips on mobile phones which in seconds can be uploaded to sites like YouTube and LiveLeak, where they are watched and rated. Competition is high as youths compete with each other to see who gets the greatest number of viewers. Unfortunately the most popular clips involve violence. This has led to young people videoing commando style assaults on each other and is gleefully known as “Happy Slapping”. I carried out a national survey on Youths (aged between 15 and 24) attitude to Internet Bullying, Sex and Body Image (Appendix 4) one of the questions asked was “What do you think of happy slapping?” There was significant difference between the views of girls and boys in the group, where the majority of the girls hated it and were concerned for the person being hit. However on YouTube there are as many girl fights as there are videos of boys fighting, suggesting that the attitude of young girls towards physical violence is changing. This would require further investigation. The majority of the boys agreed that it could be funny and were less black and white. They found it acceptable amongst friends, and that it depended on how far it went. Our newspapers are full of articles about children hitting each other, assaulting teachers and even wildlife; all in the supposed name of entertainment. Most adults think that this is madness but youth culture has always lived on the cusp of cultural change and been frowned upon; teddy boys, the hippie culture, sex, drugs & rock and roll and punks to name but a few. All of these movements have had both beneficial and destructive elements but the latter was actively discouraged by adults. The difference with today’s youths is that the destructive elements are being passively encouraged by adults. 
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Recently Panorama raised awareness of the level that this has got to and showed video clips from sites such as YouTube and LiveLeak. These videos showed children being kicked in the head and jumped on.  Most surprising were the onlookers who, instead of stopping the fight, pulled out their cameras to video it, while in the background children were shouting slogans such as “Kill her.” Additionally the event is relived through emails, texts and conversations – a process that is shown by my drawing Gossip [2.2]. The victims of these assaults are left traumatised and have to relive their experience over and over again as once a video is put up on the internet it can remain there forever. The bullies, with the aid of communication technology, can, if they choose, remain anonymous. The consequence of this is that bullying and associated violence can escalate. Jenny Holzer said in her piece “Truisms”, which included a number of online written statements “Children are the cruellest of all”,”Abuse of power comes as no surprise. ” 
  

Children who video street fighting and then upload their video clips onto internet sites are protected by the law. In America, 
Court rulings have held that even the most provocative Internet bulletin boards cannot be held liable for their content if there is no attempt to edit the site, so web sites owners cannot be sued for what appears (Guernsey, 2003).
 
The very nature of the internet means that if it is legal in one country then it will be available on a global scale. This makes it difficult to control as every country in the world would have to agree and with the current political climate, this is “mission impossible”.
On Panorama the interviewer questioned YouTube and LiveLeak asking why they did not police their sites. Both, unsurprisingly considering the above, said that it was not their responsibility to police the site and that it is the responsibility of the police to come to them if they suspect a crime, and if they have the correct paperwork they would assist them. YouTube does have a system in place where viewers can ask to get a video removed. However very few are removed; this could be because the mechanism to do so is hidden on the site. Other clips are only available to adults – but all a user has to do is click a pop up to confirm they are over 18. (Appendix 3) The LiveLeak site shows images of war and also children fighting. They feel that this is acceptable as if it is happening in the world then as journalists they have a responsibility to show it. YouTube and LiveLeak are not the only culprits, as their sites are full of adverts by companies who wish to attract youths to their products.

No one would argue that the level of violence in today’s youth is astonishing but we have to remember that they are mimicking what they see in the media. One example is the Tango Orange advertisement from 1992. This showed a partially-naked orange man running up to a youth having a drink and slapping him on both cheeks to represent the sensation of drinking Tango. The ITC banned the commercial when it emerged that children had been copying the commercial in the playground which had resulted in a number of cases of perforated eardrums.
 page 37 Another advert which caused concern was that of Dulux Paint which showed, a women following a man wearing a yellow jacket on to a bus, sitting behind him. He is vaguely aware of her and a little uneasy. When he gets off the bus, a square of yellow material has been cut from the back of his jacket. At home, the woman has clearly used the colour of the material to find the perfect yellow for her walls. The ITC received reports that children had copied this action and damaged complainants’ clothes.23 page 41  Worse in Brooklyn, New York, five students were charged with plotting to bomb a junior high school. Five eighth-graders had bomb-making instructions taken off the Internet, and hit list of students and teachers.
  There are also many other examples on the news where reporters follow their target, usually a celebrity or royalty, relentlessly. By watching their video we are complicit in the stalking.

 Yoko Ono, an artist who has experienced press intrusion, produced a short video piece “Rape”. A disturbing short film that does not involve physical contact it is nonetheless violent and sexually charged. The film shows a young woman who has been identified as prey by the camera man, who then follows her through a grave yard and a park. She makes a number of attempts to communicate with her pursuers but these are ignored. By the time the crew has followed her out of the park and into the street

She’s angry and frightened. At one point she nearly steps out in front of a truck, (No one in the street appears to pay the slightest attention to her plight).

The second half of the video films her in her apartment, following her movements and increasing distress as she tries to open a locked door and ends with her making a phone call. The film typifies the ruthless surveillance which we readily see on the television and could happen to anyone. The film shows the sadistic aspect of "secretly" watching another person on the screen (and enjoying their powerlessness),
  a phenomena which is readily enjoyed by those watching children fighting. 

The absence of a narrative strongly invites the audience to identify with the camera’s (unmistakably male) look and recognize this controlling gaze as its own.26
The advent of the internet has resulted in what is arguably a more sinister form of bullying in that the victim is often unaware who is carrying out the bullying or why. The effect on a victim’s self image is devastating. Is it any wonder that children create elaborate online personas in a climate of intimate surveillance and casual voyeurism?
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