Introduction
House of poo---------h

“Margaret, can I have a loan of your camera?” Peter was looking up at me, white face, freckles, bright blue eyes and a massive grin, and to top it all a mop of flaming red hair. I quizzically looked at him - I had learnt at my peril never to take things at face value. Peter fidgeted; the act of standing there was obviously taking all of his mustered will power. I always smiled when I saw him - the devilment screamed from every pore in his wiry body; but I could see no harm, so I showed him how to work the camera and asked him to look after it as I handed it to him. Peter took it from me and sprang out of the room. 

Five to ten minutes later I was hit by a whirlwind, “Sorry” said Peter jumping up and down and shoving the camera into my hands “Could you help me put my photo on to the internet, Please Pleassssse”, at the same time I was being dragged through to the computer room. I looked at the image on the camera and stopped, I frowned at my nephew and followed his pointing hand to the computer screen, where there was image after image of Peter‘s Poo - pages of disgusting pictures complete with smellyvision; Peter had not flushed the toilet and the smell was beginning to waft throughout the house. Peter was pulling hard on my arm “Look! Other Peters have their poo on the internet. I want to put mine up as well.” 

Hysterical laughter resonated around me; the hyenas in the form of Peter’s two older brothers had arrived. Following quickly behind them was my daughter, “Oh” she said, hands up at her mouth, tears soon to follow. Peter beamed and looked up at me expectantly, still awaiting an answer to his question. “I don’t think that would be a good idea Peter” I said. At this point my son came around the corner and fell onto the ground in mock hysterics. Peter jumped on him and the bedlam around me increased. I turned off the computer. Craig scooped his young cousin up in his arms and said “Let’s go Geocaching instead.” Some time later, boots and coats on and coordinates entered into the hand held GPS system, they were hunting in the woods for hidden treasure in the form of a Tupperware box. 

That night the kids aged from 5 years (Peter) to 21 years (Craig) huddled around the computer. Peter perched on Craig’s knee while they relayed the days events to their friends and each others friends (new found friends via association) via Face Book and Bebo. When they were not chatting to friends they were looking at videos from YouTube. At the same time phones never stopped ringing, buzzing or vibrating; it was going to be a long night.

Statement of Problem
As an artist I readily use the internet as a research tool and find it invaluable as a source for finding images. I am fascinated by the way search engines such as Google generate imagery and the connection of these images to the original searched word or phrase which may on occasions appear ambiguous. I love the fact that by searching one idea or line of thought I can find myself looking at something that I would have never thought of if I hadn’t clicked on a random link. However as a parent I have become increasingly concerned about the risks and the pressure my children encounter every time they log on to the internet. I am concerned by the number of internet pop ups for credit card companies which continually pressure young adults to take on debt as well as the number of companies which encourage them to spend, spend, spend, with the philosophy that spending money will solve all of your problems. I am concerned at the way violence on the internet is served up as entertainment, and at the level of this violence, which is readily reported in the media. I hate the fact that I can type an innocent word such as “falling” and the result will produce image after image of explicit pornography, images which saturate the internet to the extent that they have become normalised and consequently most people have learnt to ignore them. I also worry about the images effect that these are having on children’s subconscious. 

We are entering, full speed, the internet galaxy in a state of informed bewilderment.
                                                                               
Communication technology, a wireless umbilical cord, is increasingly invading our lives and has moved effortlessly from the work place to our homes and even our bodies. Children are now computer literate at a very young age and, like Peter, who at age five was able to switch on the computer and search for images in Goggle, could be at risk; there is no guarantee that they will not come across some unsuitable images especially as cyber sex is so prolific and almost impossible to avoid. The Disney Corporation, traditionally associated with cute fluffy animals, has a new market -

“hyper-violence on ABC channel, and sex, with, among other things ‘Gay days’ at Disney land and Disneyworld”.

Children and youths are becoming more reliant on computers for their education and to form and maintain friendships. However there are still many children who do not have access to these technologies thus creating a social and technological divide. Young people have overcome this obstacle by sharing technology; groups of youths are readily observed huddled over a mobile phone to the extent that it is difficult to tell who the real owner is. Arthur and Marilouise Kroker summed up the way we interact with technology beautifully in their essay about the performance artist Stelarc.
      “We are laser eyes 

       And chip brains

       Cell ears

       And third –hand communicators

       Wireless ghosts and data – dump philosophers” 

Computer technology such as global positioning satellite can be great fun and encourage children to spend time outside in the country. Unfortunately many children do not have this luxury and, with many parents frightened of paedophiles and child abduction, children spend hours sitting in front of the computers and some are even addicted to computer games, chatroom sites and YouTube. This has been associated with the increased level of child obesity. Sherry Turkle said;

 “Today’s children are growing up in the computer culture; all the rest of us are at best its naturalized citizens… we can look to children to see what we are starting to think ourselves.” 
 
Children and youths now see mobile phones as a social necessity and carry these devices wherever they go, maintaining constant contact with friends and family. Friendship is important, as having friends helps build self esteem and a sense of identity. Youths can now measure their popularity according to the number of friends they have on their mobiles or computer chat sites such as Bebo. In fact the internet is a place where your number of friends can increase exponentially. Johnny Vegas in the television programme Room 101 revealed his unhealthy obsession with adult chat rooms; which are also popular with many youths. 

“Where else can you go to a virtual pub, have a virtual beer, pick up a virtual partner, arrange to go on a virtual date and have virtual sex.”
 
Many people consider spending hours talking to virtual people, who may or may not be as they appear on the screen, to be unhealthy, but the popularity of such sites suggests that many would agree with Mouse from the film “The Matrix”, who said to Neo “To deny our own impulses is to deny the very thing that makes us human.”
 The internet has a lot of positives but there are also a lot of concerns about the effect the internet is having on today’s youth. 

The media and internet images, in conjunction with airbrushed super models, have created a size zero fixation, whereby young women are literally starving themselves to meet an unobtainable goal. Additionally many are also turning to plastic surgery in the hope of creating the perfect body. Youths are becoming more sexually active earlier and it is not uncommon to see articles about girls as young as 12 becoming pregnant. The influence of the media imagery on young women is evident in the way that they portray themselves on social network sites. Young women choose imagery of themselves which show the world how sexy and fun they are. Many of these images show girls posing with drink, and unfortunately many of these girls are semi naked or hanging out of their tops. Modesty is most certainly not regarded as being cool. Our newspapers are full of reports about children fighting each other, all in the name of entertainment. Fights are videoed and then uploaded onto internet sites such as YouTube and LiveLeak where they are viewed by thousands of people. Donna Haraway said that,

”Things are always getting worse, evidence of decay is exhilarating and mobilizing. Oddly belief in advancing disaster is actually part of a trust in salvation,… there is always evidence of nastier and nastier technoscience dominations…. Disaster feeds radiant hope and bottomless despair.
 

Society is changing at a local level, the family has broken down and we no longer look to religion for answers. These changes are mirroring the decentralist construction of the internet itself. The internet offers a glimpse of how society might look and operate in the future. However if we want to protect our children from the dangers of the internet we must acknowledge and interpret the warnings of those who predict that we might first have to bear the consequences of the unregulated availability of information within the internet.
In the first chapter, I will look at the way in which communication technology has become an extension of our own bodies. I will show the extent that we have become reliant on the internet, and the way that the internet has affected time and space. I will look briefly at the way the internet has created a global community and its influence over the local community. I will also look at cyberspace as an environment for adolescents and how they are targeted by large companies. 

In chapter 2, I will look at internet bullying and sites such as YouTube and LiveLeak, and will argue that these sites are passively encouraged bullying. I will endeavour to show that children bully as a response to behaviour they see in the media and on the internet.

In chapter 3, I will examine the imagery that adolescents use to market themselves on social network sites, and show how this is affecting their sense of identity. I will also look at our cultural obsession with being thin, and what children will undergo in an attempt to achieve the perceived ideal. 

In chapter 4, I will look at pornography and the way this is affecting our young people’s sense of identity and the way they view the female form. Additionally I will examine the risk of encountering paedophiles on the internet.
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