Conclusion
Communication technology is a wireless umbilical cord, one which our youths believe if severed would lead to social death. Our children are spending a phenomenal amount of time on the internet both for school work and for entertainment. As well as games our children are also frequent visitors to video sharing sites such as YouTube and LiveLeak and social net work sites such as MySpace, FaceBook and Bebo. Unfortunately these sites are also patrolled by predators.

Companies spend a large amount of money promoting their
brand, one tactic is to try and establish the brand as a lifestyle necessity and there is also an attempt to get consumers attracted to the product while they are young. Youths who frequently use social network sites leave a phenomenal amount of personal information including likes, dislikes, needs and wants in their profile pages. The owners of these sites instead of protecting our children are exploiting them. They are monitoring our children’s personal profiles and selling this information onto large companies who then customise advertisements to suit children, who are then bombarded with images of sex, alcohol and drugs to sell their products. Remember these have been particularly tailored to their perceived needs and wants. Banks are also competing for our children, offering them large overdraft facilities and expensive products.
The competition among children to get high viewing numbers on video sharing sites, and the fact that the most popular videos are those with an element of violence, has resulted in children videoing assaults on each other. Shocking as it may seem we have to remember that our children learn by imitating what they see adults do, and the biggest role model for our children is the media. But we as adults should know better and should intervene when thing have obviously got out of hand. As children look to us for guidance and by not doing so we are giving them the stamp of approval. The owners of YouTube and LiveLeak do not see it as their responsibility to police their sites. 

Bullies don’t only use video sharing network sites to humiliate their victim but also to leave nasty comments on their victim’s social network site. Bullying has become a real problem in our society and with anonymity offered by communication technology the bully can go undetected for years. These problems are not going to go away and very soon these problem children will become adults. Will they become problem adults?

Today’s society is saturated with sexual images. If we are in any doubt as to whether these are impacting on our children then we just have to look at the way our children are portraying themselves on their social network sites. Social network sites involve a degree of competition where children are encouraged to comment (both negative and positive), on each others profiles, and the more friends, hearts or pokes they have received the more popular they are. This can affect their esteem. Users are committed to marketing themselves and spend a lot of time manufacturing a chosen person. Boys choose a persona that identifies with media and cultural image of masculinity. Girls also play up to media and cultural image of femininity where femininity means being skinny to be sexy. As a result many young girls are literally starving themselves and some are turning to cosmetic surgery to obtain the perfect body. The poses on these young women’s pages are undoubtedly sexual but we have to remember that these children are still experimenting and searching for their own identities by imitating poses of female pop stars. All this may seem fun until you realise that paedophiles are also frequent visitors to our children’s profile pages.

Within these sites the paedophile can gain access to very personal information, information that the owners of these social network sites are encouraging children to display. As our children also use it to arrange meetings with friends the paedophile knows exactly where to look. Many predators try to befriend children and they do this by pretending to be of similar age to the child offer a sympathetic ear and share their interests. They offer advice on sex, sending them numerous sexual images in an attempt to normalise it. Not difficult considering the amount of sexual imagery which saturates internet search engines. 

One of the things that became evident to me while researching this dissertation was that we have become a society that does not value children, far less one that wants to protect them. The fundamental lesson that we are teaching our children is that “it’s not my fault, I am not responsible for the actions of others or my own actions - it is most defiantly someone else’s responsibility.”

